RCA Newsletter No. 5.

Dear colleagues!

Because of technical reasons the RCA Newsletter was not published in September and October. Nevertheless, we consider it necessary to distribute the information prepared for the previous newsletter issues. We are looking forward to your information for our further Newsletters. Inform us about your news: conferences, new publications, theses, topics, which are closely connected with communication researches, etc. Let’s work together!

RCA News

RCA and NCA Cooperation

Legislative Council officially confirmed the partner relations between NCA and RCA (in Atlanta, October, 31, 2002).

The nearest projects of RCA and NCA cooperation:

- Publicity campaign – preparation and spreading the information about RCA and Pyatigorsk conference (2002) in main information distribution agencies (Newsletter Spectra mailing list CRTNET) 

- Distributing literature and instructional resources on communication to Russian Universities. If you are interested in this project, we offer you to think over specific orders: what materials, in what number you need, inform representatives from your department and universities who can answer these questions. We ask you to send your questions, suggestions, applications to V.I. Shakhovskiy.

shakhov@vspu.ru
- Elaboration of the exchange program: a number of American universities expressed their intention to start an exchange program with the RCA members, i.e. to invite a Russian professor, RCA member to work as visiting faculty memeber (the wage will be given to him/her as a regular US faculty). This Russian professor will deliver courses of his/her own choice and profile, and simultaneously develop a program on a communication theme/topic for his/her Russian University and department. We will inform you about more details on this project as soon as the RCA Coordination Committee develops it.

Conference “Communication: theory and practice in different social contexts”

The organizers of the conference sent the application to the Russian Humanities Scholar Foundation with the purpose to get a grant, which will allow to lessen the expenses on the conference participation for those who will be officially invited. The application is being considered, and at present we are discussing participation in the grants competition. We hope that results will be known in the nearest future. 

Alexander Gorbunov,

 science pro-rector of PSLU, vice – chairman of the organizational committee. 

New publications

A new collective monograph “An essay of the American communication behavior” has been published. The editors of it are: Doctor of science in Philology, Professor I.A. Sternin and Doctor of science in Philology, Dozent M.A. Sternin. (Voronezh: Publishing house “Istoki”, 2001). This book is a joint project “An American and Russian communication behavior”, conducted by the Voronezh branch of the national unit of English language teachers from Russia and the New York TESOL branch. (TESOL is an international association of Teachers of English as Foreign Language). The information published in this book reflects American communication behavior and its differences from Russian one, formed by the Russian part of the problem group as the result of the research in 1997 – 2001.

For further information contact: sternin@phil.vsu.ru 

Manuscript competition

Controversia: the International Journal of discussion and democratic revival.

Controversia: the International Journal of discussion and democratic revival is a new reviewed, interdisciplinary journal where questions concerning connection of the theory and practice of discourse and policy are discussed, and the authors of it try to find ways to interest a reader in the thoughts about the role of a dialogue and discussion in the development of public government forms in the conditions of new-born and developed democracy. We announce the manuscript reception, devoted to the questions of theoretic, historic and/or practice connection among problems dealing with structure and practice of political government and society competence in the sphere of critical thinking, argumentation, and violation of one’s own interests and conducting discussions. For example, in manuscripts questions of interaction between discussion rhetoric and government systems discourse and social openness and defendance from terrorism, public debates and collective decision can be discussed; and also, the methods of studying arts of conducting arguments, which help to transform methods of accepting decision and conducting discussion (including academic models of debates and a dialogue), and also it assists the development of the strategy of involving  public. We invite to participate in publications those, who develop theoretical and philosophical conceptions and use critique – theoretical, discourse – analytical, historical and empiric methods. Thus, the manuscripts, concerning the questions of history, theory and critique of social controversy are accepted for participation in the competition.

Controversia: The Open Society Institute together with the International Association of discussion education sponsors the International Journal of discussion and democratic revival. Accordingly, we plan to publish articles in which a number of questions, connected with the support of political cultures of democratic discourse and ideals of the open society are being discussed. It is important to take into consideration that the international audience will read manuscripts. The selected articles will be published in two languages: English and Russian. 

Controversia: The International Journal of discussion and democratic revival is edited together with David Cratis Williams (Department of Philosophy and Liberal Arts, Missouri University, Rolla) and Marilynn J. Young (Department of the theory and practice of discourse, Florida State University, Tallahassee). You can address all the questions you have to Dr. Young (myoung@garnet.acns.fsu.edu) or Dr. Williams (dcw@umr.edu ). Manuscripts must be written in English or Russian, double spaced on one side and prepared for an anonymous review. There must be a front page and a short summary. Pay special attention to standards of MLA, APA or Chicago style. Three copies of every manuscript; an electronic copy (format MS Word or Word Perfect) should be available. It is not preferrable to send articles on e-mail. The address is given below:

David Cratis Williams, Co – editor Controversia

Department of Philosophy and Liberal Arts

G-4 Humanities / Social Sciences Blding

University of Missori at Rolla

Rolla, MO 65409-0570 USA

(573) 341-6951   Fax: (573) 341-6312

Obituary.

Rectory and the staff of the foreign language and international communication faculty (Tver State University) inform with deep sorrow that on October, 10 the meritorious science worker, Doctor of science in Philology, Professor, Honored Professor of Tver State University Georgiy Isaevich  Bogin died.

Georgiy Isaevich Bogin is a well-known in Russia and abroad as a talented linguist, the founder of Tver School of philological hermeneutics. Graduated from the Kaliningrad State University in 1951, he started working as a teacher in Semipalatinsk oblast (district), was a referent – translator at the Cytology institute of Science Academy (USSR), then he was a senior instructor of the English language department (Bashkir University); since 1965 till 1974 he was the head of the English language department of the Kokshetaw Pedagogical Institute. Since 1974 Georgiy Isaevich Bogin worked at the Kalinin and then the Tver State University. When he worked at the School of the Roman – German philology at the Tver State University, his talent as an extrordinary scholar and educator came to light. He published more than 300 scholarly works, organized 7 hermeneutics conferences, and prepared more than 20 Candidates and Doctors of science in Philology. Georgiy Isaevich was the editor of many scholarly works, an international Internet – journal “Hermeneutics in Russia”, participated in the work of special committees, defending doctor’s dissertations in the Tver University and the Moscow Linguistic University. Repeatedly, he was invited to deliver his author lectures and he made reports on the problems of text understanding at large conferences and symposiums  in Moscow, St.Petersberg, Kiev, Kharkov, Minsk, Kazan, Nizhniy Novgorod, Krasnodar,, Volgograd, Uzhgorod, Novosibirsk, Yakutsk, Izhevsk, Chicago (USA), Lyublyan (Sloveniya), Grats (Austria), Drezden (Germany), Warsaw, Lodz (Poland), etc.

For everybody, who knew Bogin Georgiy Isaevich, he was an unordinary person. His kindness, his desire to create and experience helped him to become a real Teacher. His image will stay in our memory and endeavors.

Newsletter editor   - Olga Leontovich. E-mail: olgaleo@vlink.ru
                                                                           olgaleo@vspu.ru

This newsletter was translated by Galina Mikhailova. E-mail: judges64@mail.ru

April, 23, 2003.
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