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INFORMATION ABOUT THE FIRST RCA CONFERENCE

The international conference "Communication Across Differences" - "Communication-2002" took place at  Pyatigorsk State Linguistic University on June 3—6, 2002. The conference was organized by the RCA Organizing Committee and Pyatigorsk Linguistic University, in close co-operation with the  National Communication Association (NCA, USA).

About 200 scholars from 34 Russian cities (Moscow, Saint-Petersburg, Volgograd, Tver, Rostov-on-Don, Nizhni Novgorod, Krasnodar, Stavropol, Kaluga, Saratov, Voronezh, Kursk, Tambov, Petrozavodsk, Ekaterinburg, Irkutsk, Tomsk, Novosibirsk, Krasnoyarsk, Omsk and others), as well as from the USA, Germany, Finland, Ukraine, Moldova, and Kazakhstan took part by attending or contributung conference papers. 

The following topics of both fundamental and applied character were discussed during the conference:

· Issues of cross-cultural communication

· Electronic Communication 

· International terminology in communication studies

· Emotional aspects of communication

· Issues of linguo-cultural concepts(language and culture)

· Cross-cultural business and professional communication

· Issues of public relations, conflict management, organizational culture, leadership

· Persuasion and argumentation in mono- and cross-cultural contexts

· Techniques of communication and speech processes

A round-table discussion was devoted to the topic: "Communication Studies in Russian and U. S.  educational systems".

Several RCA organizational meetings took place. They resulted in the adoption of the  RCA Constitution, election of the RCA Coordination Committee, planning of basic activities and projects,  including the 2004 RCA conference.

The conference "Communication-2002" gave an impetus to the development of research in Communication Studies and Cross-Cultural Communication in Russia, the  strengthening of co-operation between Russian and international  (especially American) specialists in Communication Studies, as well as among Russian scholars from different regions of the country.

RESOLUTION OF THE RCA CONFERENCE (PYATIGORSK, JUNE, 2—6, 2002)

1. To adopt the RCA Constitution and Bylaws.

2. To approve the results of the election of the RCA Coordination Committee including:

       Olga Matyash, Irina. Rozina, Olga. Leontovich, Victor Shakhovsky, Lev Vasyliev.

3. To approve the  Inspection Committee :

       Ludmila Layenko, Natalya Avseenko, Nadezhda Kazarinova.

4. To continue the work on the goals and objectives identified  in the RCA Constitution 

5. To design  the RCA's web site.

6. To organize RCA's working group to design and develop courses in various communication areas.

7. To inform the Russian Ministry of Education about the conference and to propose to include communication courses into curricula at all levels of the educational system.. To propose the inclusion of highly qualified RCA members s  into groups  working on  the  curriculum and program development. .

8. To plan the organization of seminars and workshops on the theory and practice of communication for university professors within the RCA.

9. To organize an exchange of information on teaching communication through the RCA's Newsletter.

10. To pursue the possibility of creating the Coordination Committees of regional RCA chapters and institutional members.

11. To continue developing cooperation with institutions from the U. S.  and  other countries.

12. To hold the next RCA conference in Rostov-on-Don in 2004 at the  Institute of Management, Business and Law.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS (in Russian) 

· O. A. Leontovich "Russians and Americans: Paradoxes of Cross-Cultural Communication". - Volgograd: Peremena, 2002. - 435p.

The monograph presents a systemic model of cross-cultural communication between Russians and Americans. It discusses the basic principles of interaction between the two cultures and languages, the main components, models, and mechanisms of communication, as well as the notion of intercultural transformation. Special attention is given to different types of verbal and non-verbal factors, producing noises in US-Russian communication, and the ways to overcome them.

The book is intended for undergraduate and graduate students, linguists, communication scholars, and other people interested in the problems of intercultural contacts.

CONTENT

Foreword.

Chapter 1. Cross-cultural communication as a specific type of interaction.

( 1. Cross-cultural communication theory: historical aspect.

(2. Paradoxes of cross-cultural communication.

(3. Specific features of cross-cultural communication.

(4. Understanding as a goal of cross-cultural communication.

Chapter 2. Interaction of linguocultures as the basis of cross-cultural communication.

(1. Communication, culture, and language.

(2. Comparative analysis of Russian and American linguocultures.

(3. The use of American English in intercultural communication.

Chapter 3. Russian and American linguocultural personalities.

(1. An individual as a product and bearer of a linguoculture.

(2. Russian and American conceptospheres.

(3. Transformation of a worldview in intercultural communication.

(4. Identity of a linguistic personality.

Chapter 4. Communicative noises and ways to overcome them.

(1. Noises as the reason for communication errors.

(2. Asymmetry in US-Russian cross-cultural communication.

(3. The “distorted glass’ of stereotypes.

(4. Verbal noises.

(5. National specifics of non-verbal communication.

(6. Differences in communicative strategies.

(7. Differences in the norms of etiquette.

(8. Criteria of success in cross-cultural communication and ways of its optimization.

Conclusion.

Bibliography.

Appendix.

· V. I. Tuluzkova "International Educational Lexicography in unified multicultural informational research and educational space (Theory, practice and further development)”. - Rostov-on-Don, Rostov State University, 2002 - 156p.

This book dwells on highly theoretical but practically needed issues of international educational terminology. From the standpoint of International Educational Lexicography viewed as an integrative interdisciplinary approach the book addresses the need for unified standardized international educational terminology as an important component of educational information and knowledge interaction and transfer in developing global multicultural educational space. The book is intended for researchers, university  professors and graduate students.

CONFERENCES

· Iinformation from the website of the National Communication Association - RCA's partner

http://www.natcom.org/convention/
NCA begins planning for New Orleans, November 21-24, 2002

Judy C. Pearson, NCA 1st Vice President:

I invite you to participate in the 88th Annual Meeting of the National Communication Association, November 21-24, 2002. We will meet in the New Orleans Marriott and the Sheraton New Orleans. If you need to contact me for any reason, please do so at Judy C. Pearson, NCA First Vice President, (North Dakota State University, P.O. Box 5075, Fargo, ND  58105-5075; 701-231-6552 (NDSU.NCA@ndsu.nodak.edu).

The theme for the 2002 convention is Communication in Action.

The theme has both broad implications and narrow allusions. On the one hand, action refers to metaphysical and physical change; on the other, action may signify simple alterations or movements. The National Communication Association meets the new Century with energy and poised for new opportunities. "The great aim of education," wrote Herbert Spencer, "is not knowledge but action."

The theme of Communication in Action allows the Association to stay the course with recent convention themes. For example, Ray McKerrow encouraged us to "color outside the lines," Jim Applegate illustrated how we are an engaged discipline, and Bill Balthrop urged a radicalizing of our roots. Reflection on these themes created a readiness to act.

Three caveats are in order. First, we should not confuse action with thoughtless motion. Our actions should be guided by thought just as our thoughts are aided by a focus on action. Imagination - the ability to manage reality through creative ideas - servers as a linchpin between thought and action.

Second, we need to recall that words, too, comprise action as our words allow us to influence change. The Appreciative Inquiry methodology, for example, informs the relationship between symbolic processes and positive action. Case Western Reserve Professor David Cooperrider explains, "…we human beings create our own realities through symbolic and mental processes; because of this…the artful creation of positive imagery on a collective basis may be the most prolific activity that individuals and organizations can engage in if their aim is to help bring to fruition a positive and humanly significant future."

Third, our actions often affect how others perceive us and how we perceive ourselves. As we extend ourselves to others and demonstrate understanding, we become empathic. As we treat others fairly, we become just. As we respect difference, we are viewed as honorable. Our actions, which include our messages to others, affect our own lives as well as the lives of others. Our actions provide an interpretable frame.

The NCA 2002 CONVENTION provides an opportunity for us to engage in thoughtful, meaningful, and empathic action. The conference features three special venues.

· INFORMATION FROM ICS's ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITTEE - 2002

"INFORMATION - COMMUNICATION - SOCIETY" (ICS-2002)

The conference will be held on November 12—13, 2002 in Saint-Petersburg State Electro-Technical University "LETI". The details are in the informational letter (see file "ИКО-2002.doc).

DEAR COLLEAGUES!

We welcome your submissions for the Newsletter. Please inform us about your research, conferences, publications and other news connected with Communication Studies. 

Newsletter Editor Olga Leontovich, Ph. D. olgaleo@vspu.ru
