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On July 22—25, 2003 in Rostov-On-Don and the town of Tanais, there was an International Summer School “Communication in Action.” The summer school was organized and sponsored by the Russian Communication Association (RCA), Regional Branch “Metacommunication” (Rostov-on-Don), Institute of Management, Business, and Law, Research Laboratory of Applied Communication (Rostov-on-Don), and Regional Association of American Exchange Programs Alumni program:  “Arrow of Progress” (Rostov Region).

The Summer School was based at the Institute of Management, Business, and Law, Don Public Library, and in the town of Tanais (Archaeological Museum).  Over 50 people took part in the conference; the range of participants included professors, students and American exchange program alumni from Rostov-on-Don, Moscow, Tambov, Almaty (Kazakhstan), and the USA. 

Impressions of participants about the Summer School in Rostov: 

Sergey Zolotukhin, Kazakh Economics University, Almaty, Kazakhstan:

Traditionally, any person, especially a professor working in higher education, is very conservative when it concerns something new and different. He or she would rather hold on to his or her own traditional perspective. 

I am not an exception. Nevertheless, for me personally, all the proceedings of the International Summer School in Rostov turned out to be to be very useful. In terms of understanding the basics of communication theory and practice, we still realize that we are just beginning. Almost all the lectures were a success. I want to point out the training in historical Tanais as the most positive experience of the Summer School. Clearly the psychologists who picked the training site, knew what they were doing. There was an atmosphere favorable for communication and a motivation to communicate through role play and dramatization. The Rostov branch of the Russian Communication Association decided to meet twice a year. Those of us who live further away can stay envious. 

Margarita Zolotukhina, Tambov State University 


RCA Summer School was held for only the first time, and yet – it still fulfilled the expectations of the participants both in terms of professional and interpersonal communication. The chance to get exposure to the materials of reports and master classes allowed me to identify various  areas of interest as well as specialists whom I would like to  know better. As a professor of English I got an opportunity to receive quite valuable information for shaping the further directions of my scholarly and practical activities. The most promising direction seems to be joint communication courses as demonstrated by some international projects of Rostov Institute of Management, Business, and Law and a number of US universities. The most interesting for me were the ideas of developing communication courses in English and also organizing correspondence among American and Russian students, and in addition - carrying out joint research on communication involving these students.


The video materials and comments of the speaker (N.V. Katantseva) allowed one to get acquainted with the process of organizing seminars on studying organizational communication within the framework of a Russian-American project. 


The idea of teaching a foreign language in situations of professional communication was discussed in the report of  O.P. Kryukova. She stressed upon the role of foreign language in widening the horizons of professional communication. The Summer School participants were shown a computer demonstration on how to create a business letter in English. I think that another excellent idea is letting students do their graduate diploma research in English, which would allow them to get another specialization and get certified in professional translation. 


In a number of speeches (I.N. Rozina, V.A. Puzyrev, V.B. Vishnevetsky, V.V. Gorbov) one could see the problems of computer-mediated communication and the role of English as a language of international communication in the Internet. The participants were introduced to the content of the courses “Internet Access and Training” and “Methods of Broadcast Audio/Text.“


There were a lot of interesting facts on non-verbal communication between people living in NIS and USA in the lively speech of S.A. Zolotukhin. His speech contained some practical recommendations for young scholars about how to adapt to everyday life, research work, and participation in conferences in the USA.


A trip to Tanais, with psychological training close to the excavations of an ancient Greek town, and a barbecue gave all the participants a great opportunity to experience communication in action! 

In July 2003 in Haninge, Sweden there was the 17th Conference of the World Communication Association. The topic of the conference was:  “Framing Global Links: Communication and Culture in a Networked World.” In the following Alexey Matveev shares his impressions about the conference. 


Upon the request of Olga Matyash, the President of RCA, I decided to summarize my impressions on the recent WCA conference in Haninge, Sweden. WCA conferences are held twice a year. In July 2003 there was the 17th conference “Framing Global Links: Communication and Culture in a Networked Word.”  This year the participants were offered to reflect on what it means “to be a part of a community” on the interpersonal, international, and global levels; what the role of the Internet is in the development of society, how communication changes in an integrated community and what are the features of a person actively involved in interrelations with other community members. As always, the WCA conference was impressive with a diversity of represented communication programs and a pluralism of views and opinions. The fact that the conference site was in the cozy little town of Haninge, 20 minutes from Stockholm, was favorable for discussing the subject matter of the conference. 

I was pleasantly surprised by a very warm communication atmosphere at the WCA conference: one could get to know and chat with many famous communication scholars from the USA, Japan, Europe, the Middle East, Canada, Russia, Australia, and other countries. It was very likely due to all the preparatory work of WCA President Sharon Ratliffe (Golden West College) and Vice-president Barbara Monfils (University of Wisconsin-Whitewater). Additionally, the success was influenced by Stockholm, founded in 13th century on 24 thousand islands. Also,  pleasant boat trips, a trip to one of the most ancient Viking towns, Birka, and tours of the museums of the royal ship Vasa and the Museum of the Nobel Laureates.  All of those things contributed to the achievements of the conference. Definitely, it is worthwhile to think of going to the next WCA conference in Japan in 2005.  

Alexey Matveev, New York University

A new professional journal Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies will be first published in the USA in 2004. Our American colleague and journal editor Robert Ivie (Indiana U, USA) introduces the new journal:  


Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies is a new quarterly journal for 2004 that is sponsored by the National Communication Association and published by Routledge.  It will publish scholarship for an international readership on communication as a theory, practice, technology, and discipline of power.  


The journal’s editorial board is interdisciplinary and international, featuring leading scholars from ten countries and a dozen cognate disciplines.  Professor Vadim Kassevitch, University of St. Petersburg, brings to the editorial board his expertise in linguistics and the philosophy of language.  Scholars from various sub-disciplines of 

communication and from fields such as sociology, gender studies, political philosophy, cultural studies, American studies, history, education, and literature serve on the board.   


The journal features critical inquiry that cuts across academic boundaries to focus on social, political, and cultural practices from the standpoint of communication. It promotes critical reflection on the requirements of a more democratic culture by giving attention to subjects such as, but not limited to, class, race, ethnicity, gender, ability, 

sexuality, polity, public sphere, nation, environment, and globalization.  


 Essays are selected to be academically sound, rhetorically self-reflexive, intellectually innovative, and conceptually relevant to democratic concerns in their orientation toward communication and culture. Collectively, they analyze historical contexts, material and economic conditions, institutional settings, political initiatives, practices of 

resistance, and/or the theoretical significance of discursive formations in everyday life.  


 CCCS will publish one or more reviews of major new books in each issue. The journal will be published quarterly in March, June, September, and December starting in March 2004.  

The RCA’s participation at the 2003 NCA Convention in Miami: 

The time is coming for the annual communication convention, held by our affiliate partner, the (American) National Communication Association (NCA).  This year the convention will be held in Miami Beach, Florida (USA) on November 19-23.  The RCA’s participation will be expanded from last year.  We will hold a Business Meeting and two discussion panels with the participants both from Russia and the US  (see the schedule with the list of papers and the names of presenters below).  Those listed Russian participants who won’t be able to attend the conference in person, should send  their paper to oimatyas@ori.net so that a copy of  it can be distributed at the panel(s).   

Considering the broad scope of the event, it is difficult to give a brief, yet comprehensive, overview of what it is like.  For example, it would take dozens of pages to describe just one day’s activities at the convention (the entire convention Program constitutes a book of about 500 pages). For those of you who might be interested to know more, I recommend visiting the convention site and exploring it for things that accord with your research interests: http://www.natcom.org/Convention/2003/Convention%20Program/Front%20Matter%20FINAL.htm
From my point of view, it might be of interest for Russian scholars and educators to see not only the great variety panel themes (of which there are hundreds), but also a list of preconvention thematic conferences, workshops, and short courses.  The latter can be particularly important to those who would like to develop and teach a new course.  The courses offered range widely across communication discipline(s) from organizational, small group, mass-media to intercultural, instructional, gender, etc. By simply looking through the topics of those short courses one can make an outline of the scope of Western communication discipline and communication curriculum, as well as get a sense of the dynamics of their development (which may show which of the courses may be more in demand) and then, in turn, productively compare those dynamics with one’s own home schools in Russia.  

Olga Matyash, RCA President, NCA Unit Planner
RUSSIAN COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION BUSINESS MEETING

1781 
Thursday, November 20 
3:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.    
Suite 1263, 12th Floor, Fontainebleau

 

Friday, November 21
[image: image1]
2581
12:30 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.
Suite 1263, Versailles
12th Floor
Fontainebleau

THE CHALLENGE OF INTRODUCING MODERN COMMUNICATION PRACTICES AND THEORIES: HOW TO REACH OUT TO A CHANGING RUSSIA - PART I
Sponsor: Russian Communication Association

Chair: Olga I. Matyash, Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis

"The Challenges of Establishing a New Discipline: Introducing Communication Studies in Russian Higher Education." Olga I. Matyash, Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis

"Standpoint Theory and Changing Nations." Judy C. Pearson, North Dakota State University

"RCA Book Project: What Are We Sending?" Nancy S. Jackson, Clemson University

"Teaching About Communication Context When Context is Different." Joann Keyton, University of Kansas

"Challenges of Russian-American Scholarly Collaboration: Sharing Experiences and Learning Lessons." Yulia V. Tolstikova-Mast, University of Memphis

"Communication Studies in Russia: How to Make the Most out of the Western Experience." Mira B. Bergelson, Moscow State University

[image: image2]
2681
2:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.
Suite 1263, Versailles
12th Floor
Fontainebleau

THE CHALLENGE OF INTRODUCING MODERN COMMUNICATION PRACTICES AND THEORIES: HOW TO REACH OUT TO A CHANGING RUSSIA - PART II
Sponsor: Russian Communication Association

Chair: Steven A. Beebe, Texas State University, San Marcos

"Opportunities for Communication Teaching and Research Partnerships in Russia: Looking at the Past, Looking to the Future." Steven A. Beebe, Texas State University, San Marcos

"Soul Talk in Russian Culture: An Ethnographic Research." Elena V. Khatskevich, American Councils for International Education

"Applying the AIDS Risk Reduction Model to IDUs in St. Petersburg, Russia: Sounding the Alarm." Kate Ksobiech, Medical College of Wisconsin

"The Advantages of Employing Quantitative and Qualitative Methods in Intercultural Research: A Study of Intercultural Communication Competence." Alex V. Matveev, CUNY, College of Staten Island

"Globalizing Communication Education." John Parrish-Sprowl, Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis

"Explorations through Communication Education." Tatiana Permyakova, Perm State University
Information Letter

Russian Communication Association Conference-2004


The Russian Communication Association announces its second international conference Communication: Theoretical Approaches and Practical Applications (Communication-2004) to be held in the Southern Russian city of Rostov-on-Don  (Rostov-na-Donu) at the Institute of Management, Business and Law on May 24-28, 2004.

Languages of the Conference are English and Russian.

Conference Goals:

1) Bringing together domestic and international professionals and institutions to discuss the following problems:

· conceptualizing communication as an area of study 

· practical applications of communication theory

· development of communication education in Russia

2) Exchanging research and educational experience in the field of communication among scholars of Russia, the NIS, and the USA.

Conference Sections:

1. Communication Theory and Research.

Chairs: O. Matyash, oimatyas@ori.net, V. Pereversev

2. Teaching communication and communication curriculum development Chair: Y. Dashko, dashko@iubip.ru
3. Organizational communication

Chair: I. Akperov,  rector@rost.ru
4. Interpersonal Communication

Chair: N. Kazarinova, Nvkazarinova@mail.eltech.ru
5. Intercultural Communication.

Chairs: O. Leontovitch, olgaleo@vspu.ru, J. Roth

6. Language and Communication (semantics, language and culture, cultural anthropology, ethnography of communication, rhetoric, sociolinguistics)   

Chairs: V. Shakhovsky, M. Bergelson, mbergelson@mail.ru
7.  Argumentation and Rethoric 

Chairs:  L. Vasilyev, argumentation@list.ru, G. Maksimova

8. Mass Communication and Mass Media, Computer-Mediated Communication

Chair: I. Rozina, rozina@iubip.ru
The deadline for applications for reports at the plenary meeting, holding workshops and round-table discussions is November 1. Selection will be made by the Program Committee on a competitive basis.

Applications that have been received before October 1:

Round table discussion:

“Developing Educational Standard on Communication”

Headed by Yuri Dashko, dashko@iubip.ru
Plenary reports:

“Metacommunicative Use of Language in Cross-cultural Perspective” by Donal Carbaugh, University of Massachusetts, USA.

“Intercultural Communication in Russia: present-day situation and perspectives” by Olga Leontovitch, Volgograd State Pedagogical University.

During the Conference we plan to conduct an open business meeting of the Russian Communication Association (RCA) on the issues concerning the report of the Coordination Committee and Inspection Committee, and elections of the RCA committees.

We invite the participation of educational and business organizations whose activity involves the communication field: those who may be interested in presentation of an advertisement in the collected works of the Conference (applications accepted up to March 1, 2004), and a display at the Institute of Management, Business and Law during the Conference. Contact: Irina Rozina, rozina@iubip.ru

Deadlines:

November 1 – deadline for applications for plenary reports, workshops and round-table discussions.

Acceptance and selection of papers:
Papers for Russian participants should be submitted by December 15, 2003. Papers for the US participants should be submitted by January 15, 2004 to John Parrish-Sprowl, johparri@iupui.edu   
Note: Papers by Russian authors should be sent by e-mail (as an attachment) to the e-mail addresses of section chairs.  They will be examined for acceptance by two independent peer reviewers by February, 2004 and then sent by section chairs to the Organizing Committee Chair for inclusions into conference proceedings. Papers that do not relate to the topic and format requirements or are received after the deadline will not be reviewed. Chairs of the sections will notify the authors of acceptance not later than March 1, 2004. 

Submission Requirements:


Submissions are to be not more than 3 pages, 1.5 line spacing, margins: 1in. - top, left, bottom, ½ in.- right, without indentation, one line break between paragraphs,  14pt. Times New Roman, name in right upper corner, city and country underneath.  Papers should be in MS Word .doc or .rtf format.

There should be an abstract following the title (which will be posted on the RCA site). Any illustrations and diagrams should be attached as a separate file, indicating place of insertion. 

The author’s information should include name, place of work, position, degree, postal and e-mail address, and a phone number.
Conference Costs:

For RCA members2 the conference fee is $340, including publishing of the papers, lunch and dinner, choice of a city-tour of Rostov-on-Don or the archeological site of Tanais, airport transfers in Rostov-on-Don, translation services at the conference, the conference banquet, a day trip to Starocherkassk, and the Russian Communication Association membership fee for two years (2004-5). 

For non-members the conference fee is $375.

Lodging costs will vary depending on the number of nights and the level of accommodations selected.  Hotel accommodations at the recommended hotel Tourist range from approximately $25 (standard, single) to $90 (luxury suite).

(see http://rostovturist.webdon.ru/turist.htm)

For payments and conference arrangements for US participants contact the US conference coordinator John Parrish-Sprowl, johparri@iupui.edu, 317-274-0566.

Fee for paper publication without conference attendance is $20. Papers and publication fee should be sent to the US coordinator by May 1, 2004. 

Note:  updated information about the Conference, including section topics and chairs, plenary reports and authors, topics for round tables discussions and workshops will be posted on the RCA websites: http://www.russcomm.ru/eng/rca_konf2.shtml) and www.iubip.ru 

Conference Venue:

Institute of Management, Business and Law (IMBL)

344068, Rostov-na-Donu

M. Nagibin Av. 33A/47

tel. 7(8632) 45-45-65, 45-80-57,45-95-35.

Workshops will be held in Rostov State Economics University

Rostov-na-Donu

B. Sadovaya, 33

tel. 7(8632) 67 40 61, 7(8632) 65 73 06  / Fax: 7(8632) 40 21 23

Organizing Committee:

Chair: Imran Akperov, IMBL Rector, rector@iubip.ru

Vice Chair: Irina Rozina, RCA Vice President, President of the RCA Regional Branch “Metacommunication”, rozina@iubip.ru
Members:


Vladimir Zolotarev, Rector of Rostov State Economics University 

Yuri Dashko, Dean of the Department of Management and Information Technologies, IMBL

Donal Carbaugh, University of Massachusetts, USA

Olga Matyash, RCA President, Russia-USA

Juliana Roth, Dean of the Institute of Intercultural communication, University of Munchen, Germany

Program Committee:
Chair: Olga Matyash, RCA President, oimatyas@ori.net
Members:

J. Parrish-Sprowl, IUPUI, Indianapolis, USA, johparri@iupui.edu
I. Akperov, IMBL, Rostov-on-Don, rector@iubip.ru 

M. Bergelson, Moscow State University, mbergelson@mail.ru
L. Vasiliev, Kaluga State Pedagogical University, argumentation@mail.ru
Y. Dashko, IMBL, Rostov-on-Don, e-mail@iubip.ru
N. Kazarinova, University of Saint Petersburg, Nvkazarinova@mail.eltech.ru
O. Leontovich, Volgograd State Pedagogical University, olgaleo@vspu.ru
G.Maksimava, Department of Journalism, Rostov State Economics Academy, maksimova@rseu.ru
V. Pereversev, Moscow State Linguistic University, defort@comail.ru
I. Rozina, RCA Vice President, rozina@iubip.ru 

V. Shakhovsky,Volgograd State University, shakhov@vspu.ru 

Local Committee:

Chair: I. Akperov, IMBL Rector, rector@iubip.ru
Members: Y. Dashko, Dean of the Department of Management and Information Technologies, IMBL, dashko@iubip.ru
N. Katantseva, Head of International Office, IMBL, katan@iubip.ru
E. Kleymenova, IMBL Vice Rector, develop@iubip.ru
G. Maksimava, Department of Journalism, Rostov State Economics University, maksimova@rseu.ru


O. Safronenko, Ph.D., Chair, English Language Department, Rostov State University, safr@math.rsu.ru
S. Svetashev, IMBL Vice Rector, svetash@iubip.ru
I. Rozina, RCA Vice President, President of the RCA Regional Branch “Metacommunication”, rozina@iubip.ru 

Key Dates:

November 1, 2003 – the second Information letter 

January 15, 2004 - deadline for paper submissions

February 15, 2004 – deadline for review completions

March 1, 2004 - authors notified of paper acceptance, final date for advertisements requests.

May 1, 2004 – deadline for payments 

May 22-28, 2004 – Conference dates

Grant information

From now on RCA Newsletter plans to inform our international colleagues of different grant opportunities to carry out research in Russia or about Russia. If you are aware of any of such opportunities that could be published in our newsletter, please let us know.
IREX is pleased to announce the 2004-2005 grant opportunities for US scholars. IREX's US scholar programs are funded by the United States Department of State Title VIII Program, the National Endowment for the Humanities, John J. and Nancy Lee Roberts, and IREX's own Scholar Support Fund. IREX supports the following programs:

INDIVIDUAL ADVANCED RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM (IARO)

Deadline: November 1, 2003. 

Grants of up to $40,000 for up to nine months to US scholars for research in the social sciences and humanities in Europe and Eurasia. Applicants can choose from fellowships in policy research and development or fellowships in the humanities. Limited funding is available for cross-regional research in Mongolia, Iran, and Turkey for humanities scholars. Grants of one to three months are available to master's students for 

research on policy-relevant theses or equivalent projects.

THE CAUCASUS REGIONAL POLICY SYMPOSIUM

Deadline: December 1, 2003

IREX, in collaboration with the Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars, will be administering a symposium to bring together senior and junior US scholars to discuss a variety of political, economic, 

historical, and cultural topics related to the Caucasus and its relationships with neighboring Russia, Turkey, and Iran. Junior scholars will be chosen based on a national competition. Applications must demonstrate a commitment to continued study, research, and work on and with the countries of the Caucasus region. The symposium is scheduled for spring 2004 in the Washington, DC, area.

SHORT-TERM TRAVEL GRANTS PROGRAM (STG)

Deadline: February 1, 2004

Grants of up to $3,000 for up to two months of independent or collaborative research in Europe and Eurasia for postdoctoral scholars and professionals with terminal degrees. Successful projects must make a substantive contribution to knowledge of the contemporary political, economic, historical, or cultural developments in the region and must demonstrate how such knowledge is relevant to US foreign policy. 

JOHN J. AND NANCY LEE ROBERTS FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Deadline: March 15, 2004

A single grant of up to $30,000 for research projects lasting up to 12 months. This year applications will be accepted for research only on primary, secondary, and higher education in the Middle East. This program supports research for scholars with PhD or equivalent terminal degrees. Studies involving more than one country and collaborative research 

programs involving international colleagues are strongly encouraged. 

CALL FOR CONSULTANTS

Deadline: Open

IREX seeks qualified American experts to serve as peer review selection committee members for its programs. The consultants will take part in the selection process by reading, scoring, and ranking applications submitted by US and international citizens and possibly interviewing candidates for participation in these programs. IREX will provide a small honorarium to selected consultants. Please submit a resume and cover letter specifying your regional interests and field of expertise to the IREX Washington, DC, office to the attention of IREX/SS by e-mail to 

resumes@irex.org or by fax to (202) 628-8189. No phone calls please. EOE. Please visit www.irex.org/careers/ for more information.

Eligibility requirements vary by program. Please contact IREX for applications and more information on these and other programs by e-mail at <irex@irex.org>, by phone at 202-628-8188, or visit www.irex.org. 

The issue editor:  Elena Khatskevich, elenakha76@yahoo.com
Translators:  Elena Hatskevich, Olga Matyash, Natalia Katanceva

English Editor: D.R. Buskey 

