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Russian Communication Association

Newsletter 14 (January , 2004)

Dear friends and colleagues,

Best wishes to you for this new year!

May you and your families have good health and success in the forthcoming year!  
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NEWS

RCA Editorial Board

The RCA Editorial Board consists of two groups of reviewer and experts, one American and one Russian.  The Editorial Board is headed by Prof. V.I. Shakhovsky, Doctor of Science in Linguistics and General Language Studies, Volgograd State University.

Russian group of reviewers andexperts:

Head of the group: Prof. V.I. Tuzlukova, Doctor of Science in Philology, Rostov State Pedagogical University, Department of English Language.  Dr. Tuzlukova specializes in cross-cultural communication, organizational communication as well as professional and business communication.

Prof. I.O. Dzyaloshinsky, Doctor of Science in Philology, Chairman of the Board of Directors of  The Independent Institute for Communicavistics; President of the Civil Rights Foundation and its Commission on the Freedom for Information Access.  Dr. Dzyaloshinsky's interests include mass-mediated communication, political, organizational, professional, business communication, and public relations.

Prof. S.V. Klyagin, Doctor of Science in Philosophy from the Russian State Humanities University's, Department of History, School of History, Political Sciences and Law; Chairman of the Department of Social Communication and Technology.  Dr. Klyagin specializes in communication theory, organizational, professional, business communication, and public relations.

Dr. E.Y. Koltsova, Candidate of Social Sciences, Saint-Petersburg Branch of State University Higher School of Economics, Associate professor in the Department of Sociology; associate researcher at the Center for Independent Sociological Research.  Professor Koltsova's research interests include mass-mediated communication and political communication.

Dr. N.V. Malimonova, Candidate of Philological Sciences, Kharkiv Karmazin National University, School of Foreign Languages, Associate Professor of the Department for English Philology. Dr. Malimonova's research interests include communication theory, interpersonal communication, and communication research methods. 

Dr. T.V. Milevskaia, Candidate of Philological Sciences, Rostov State Pedagogical University, Associate professor at the Department of Russian Language and Theory of Language.  Dr. Milevskaia's areas of specialization include communication theory, rhetoric, speech communication, public speaking, speech culture, cultural anthropology, as well as language and communication in cultural context.

O.A. Rodionova, Editor-in-chief of the magazine Teacher of the Year, a supplement to Teachers’ Newspaper.  O. A. Rodionova's areas of research interest include communication theory, mass-mediated communication, and instructional communication.

E.N. Osipova, graduate student, Russian Humanities State University, School of History, Political Sciences, and Law, Department of Social Communication and Technology. E. N. Osipova's research interests include communication theory, public relations, and computer-mediated communication.

Dr. A. Stoianovich, Ph. D., Associate Professor, Belgrade University, School of Agriculture, Department of Foreign Languages.  Dr. Stojanovich's areas of specialization include speech communication, scholarly speech stylistics, conflict studies, language and communication (in the academic community) in the context of culture.

Y. Tolstikova-Mast, Doctoral student in the Department of Communication, Memphis University, Memphis, Tennessee, USA.  Y. Tolstikova-Mast's research interests include intercultural and international communication, organizational, professional, business communication, and communication theory.

Prof. L.G. Vasiliev, Doctor of Science in Linguistics, Kaluga State Pedagogical University.  Dr. Vasiliev's research interests include linguo-argumentation, persuasion and argumentation.

American group of experts and reviewers:

Head of the Group: Dr. Kate Ksobiech, Ph.D., Medical College of Wisconsin, Center for AIDS Intervention Research (CAIR).  Dr. Ksobiech’s work as a postdoctoral fellow at the Center for AIDS Intervention Research has afforded her the opportunity to be involved with projects aimed at reducing the spread of HIV among various high-risk populations in and around St. Petersburg, Russia. Her areas of research interest include audience analysis and message design, computer-mediated communication, intercultural communication, and persuasive campaigns.

Dr. Frank Dance, the John Evan Professor of Human Communication Studies at University of Denver, Colorado, is well-known in the communication field.  He has served as President of the National Communication Association in 1982 and President of the International Communication Association in 1967.  Dr. Dance's areas of specialization include spoken language theory, human communication theory, instructional communication, and digital noesis.

Dr. Joe Downing, Assistant Professor, CCPA, Southern Methodist University.  Dr. Downing's areas of interest include computer-mediated communication, diffusion of innovations, employee crisis communication, research methods, organizational communication, knowledge management, and public relations.

Dr. Suzanne McCorkle is a Professor of Communication and the Director of Conflict Management at Boise State University, Boise, Idaho.  Her areas of research interest focus upon communication and conflict, instructional communication, as well as rhetoric and public speaking.  

Dr. Susan Wildermuth, Assistant Professor in the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater’s Department of Communication, is interested in the communication research areas of intercultural communication, interpersonal communication, and computer-mediated communication.  

Ms. Katerina Tsetura, a doctoral student working on her dissertation in the Department of Communication at Purdue University, in Indiana.  She is most interested in public relations, mass communication, persuasion and argumentation as her research interests.

CONFERENCES

Future conferences

The Second International Russian Communication Association Conference, May 24-28 in Rostov on Don – Conference theme: “Communication: Theoretical Approaches and Practical Applications” (Communication 2004)

The preparation for the second international RCA conference is well underway. The conference will be held at the Rostov Institute for Management, Business, and Law, in Rostov- on-Don, May 24-28, 2004 in collaboration with the US National Communication Association. 

The US conference coordinator is Dr. John Parrish-Sprowl, Indiana University-Purdue University-Indianapolis,   johparri@iupui.edu 

There have been the following applications for participation at the plenary session, sections (panels), round tables, and master classes:

Plenary session papers:

“Metacommunicative use of language in cross-cultural perspective,” Donal Carbaugh, Ph.D. (Department of Communication, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, USA)

“A brief introduction to the coordinated management of meaning (CMM)," W. Barnett Pearce, Ph.D., Professor (School of Human and Organization Development, USA)

“Key ideas of Russian linguistic picture of the world and intercultural communication,” Dr. Shmelev (Institute of Russian Language at the Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow State Pedagogical University, Moscow)

“Social constructionist  paradigm in communication research: methodological opportunities and socio-cultural limitations,” Dr. S.V. Klyagin (Russian State University of Humanities, Moscow)

 
“Linguistic methods of research in the area of intercultural communication,” Dr. M.B. Bergelson, Moscow State University, Moscow

Round table discussions:

“Developing educational standards for communication,” Moderator: Dr. Y.V. Dashko, Rostov Institute for Management, Business, and Law


“Advertisement as a form of communication: problem of influencing mass consciousness,” Moderator: Dr. M.Y. Likhobabin, Corresponding Member of International Academy of Sciences of  Ecology and Life Safety, Research Institute of the Caucases, Rostov-on-Don


“Presentation and discussion of research: 'Humanitarian research in Internet' (2000), and 'Gifted child using computer' (2003),"  Moderator: Dr. Voiskunsky, School of Psychology, Moscow State University


“Communication in business: gender aspect,” Moderator: Dr. M.Y. Likhobabin, Corresponding Member of International Academy of Sciences of  Ecology and Life Safety, Research Institute of the Caucases, Rostov-on-Don


“Formalization of research methods in communication studies’ Moderator: Dr. M.B. Bergelson, Moscow State University, Moscow

Master Classes:


“Communication bridge: meeting at the cultural border (training on Russian cultural communication issues).” Training and consulting group MetaProject and Center for International Educational Programs of Institute of Management, Business, and Law. Moderators: T. Soldatova, M. Burlova, N. Katantseva (Rostov-on-Don).


“Active learning: Creating and leading communication activities in the classroom” Nancy Jackson, Ph.D., Professor (Clemson University, USA).


Conceptualizing Culture in Intercultural Communication, Juliana Rot, Professor, Munich, Germany

Section chairs have started  reviewing and selecting papers submitted by Russian participants for sections (panels). At the present there are about 50 submissions from Russian participants. Current information on preparing for the conference is posted on the RCA website 
http://www.russcomm.ru/eng/rca_projects/rca-konf-2004/


***

Forum “Pleasure as a Cultural Phenomenon”
Center for Studying Culture at the School of Philosophy at the Saint-Petersburg State University will host an international scholar forum “Pleasure as a Cultural Phenomenon.” The forum will be working in the following directions: conference “Phenomenon of pleasure in culture” (April 5-12, 2004), open internet discussion (starting December, 2003), and a symposium on the results of the internet discussion and virtual discussion (October 6-8, 2004).  Location: St Petersburg, School of Philosophy, St Petersburg State University. Working languages of the forum – Russian and English. For further information please contact Ms. Ekaterina Surova at culture@philosophy.pu.ru 

Past Conferences

NCA Conference in Miami, USA, November 2003

Dr. Olga Matyash, RCA President on the conference in Miami:

It has become a good tradition for the Russian Communicative Association to take part in annual NCA conventions. This year the conference was held in Miami Beach, Florida and this location played a great role in attracting an exceptionally large number of both American and International participants. (Most of the sessions of the conference were held in historically renown hotel Fontainebleau (Blue Fountain) located on a beautiful beach with the blueness of the Atlantic Ocean right by the windows; for the conference participants this created a temptation to switch from theoretical discussions to a communication of a different kind). The forum as usual had a variety of theoretical, applied, instructional, training, and consulting directions in communication. Below are some of the results of the conference as far as RCA activity is concerned.

1. There were two sessions (Moderators: Dr. Matyash and Dr. Beebe, 12 speakers) on The Challenge of Introducing Modern Communication Practices and Theories: How to Reach out to a Changing Russia. The topics included:

· Social and philosophical issues: problems of developing communication courses in Russia and introducing communication curricula in Russian institutions of higher education, globalization process of the communicative education and Russia’s participation in this process, problem of transporting cultural and ideological values while adopting American curricula and textbooks on communication in Russia.

· Instruction related issues: developing joint communication programs and analysis of experience of existing joint courses of American and Russian institutions of higher education. This topic has caused a motivated discussion because many American professors would like to work with their Russian colleagues and have joint courses.

· Results of specific Russia-oriented communication research and studies. 

Part of papers from these sessions will be placed at the RCA website (http://russcomm.ru in the section Library). Some of the papers will be published in the RCA Vestnik (RCA Journal) and in “Current Issues in Communication Theory,” a joint publication of RCA and St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University (Editor-in-Chief – M.I. Vershinin prhuman@mail.spbstu.ru )

2. RCA President Dr. Olga Matyash chaired a meeting of the Russian Communicative Association. Among those present at the meeting were Steven Beebe, John Parrish-Sprowl, Donal Carbaugh, Michael Hazen, Nancy Jackson, David Williams, Marylyn Young, Barnett Pearce, Jurate Motiejunaite. The discussion was focused around the directions for future work and results of the work in the past year –  what was and wasn’t accomplished. One of the issues on the agenda was discussing RCA conference in 2004 and how American colleagues can participate in it. The America colleagues who participated in the last year conference said that 2004 conference could be more interactive, have more opportunities for personal interaction among Russian and American participants. 

3. American colleagues are interested in filling the gaps in their knowledge about modern Russia (and overcome the void created during the cold war), they want to learn more about today’s Russia and its social and cultural traditions in behavior and communication. In this sense, annual RCA conferences in Russia create favorable conditions for filling in those gaps. They are especially interested in various kinds of  research and analysis on Russian communication practices in various contexts  – organizational, political, mass media, interpersonal, family, education, etc. They are also greatly interested in getting to know Russian philosophical and theoretical heritage focused upon the nature of human communication.  So, the Russian scholars are invited to participate in the NCA conference in Chicago next year in two thematic direction: (1) research in social communication practices in Russia, and (2) contribution of Russian intellectual traditions into understanding the nature of communication. If you are interested in presenting a paper at NCA conference in 2004, please contact Dr. Michael Hazen, NCA-RCA Unit Planner, Wake Forest University at hazen@wfu.edu The deadline for submitting your proposals is February 16, 2004.

4. The RCA leaders  realize that the biggest problem for most Russian scholars with regard to participation in NCA conferences is financial issues connected with traveling to the US. This is why Olga Matyash,  RCA President, started to discuss this issues with Isa Engleberg, NCA President (these are primarily issues of how to reduce the participation cost for Russian scholars through reducing conference fee, boarding expenses, how to find financing for RCA in NCA, etc.). As Americans say “there is a long way to go,” but NCA is aware of the necessity to attract more Russian participants and RCA will work on this issue.

5. Dr. Matyash met with Dr. Barnett Pearce, one of the authors of Coordinated Management of Meaning (CMM). Dr. Pearce expressed his interest in developing collaboration with Russian scholars and participating in the forthcoming RCA conference in Rostov, 2004; he submitted his papers for translation into Russian and publication.  RCA organizers of the conference are planning to publish one of his papers in conference proceedings, the other in the collection “Current Issues in Communication Theory” as well as post both papers on the RCA website.  Dr. Pearce’s publication on CMM will be of special value to those who are interested in the development of current western communication theory in the paradigm of social constructionism. 

6. The team of  US RCA experts and reviewers was formed. Dr. Kate Ksobiech, Ph.D., Medical College of Wisconsin (kksobiec@mcw.edu), volunteered to be the chair of the group.  We hope this challenging intercultural project will be mutually enriching for Russian manuscript authors and American reviewers.  

7. Nancy Jackson, coordinator of a book distribution project would like to remind us that there are books available for RCA members. Those interested can contact her at nancyj@clemson.edu .

***

Dr. Uecker shares her impressions on RCA work at the NCA conference in Miami:

"The dialogue continues!  How wonderful it was to see such interest in Russian communication issues in Miami!  With the two panel blocks of time provided in the conference schedule, those who were interested in Russia were able to hear what has happened in the past, and give some insights into the needs for the future.  As someone who was involved in the first conference in Piatigorsk...it was great to hear how our colleagues have continued to define the field of communication in directions which will truly be of benefit to their students as they prepare for the future.  The exchange of ideas, materials and methods of teaching is essential to continue for the benefit of us all.  The mark of a healthy discipline is good communication.  If we communication folks can't keep the dialogue going...then who can?  See you in Rostov!  Deborrah  Uecker, Wisconsin Lutheran College, Milwaukee, WI.

***

Conference ‘Russia and West: Dialogue of Cultures”

During November 27-29, 2003, the School of Foreign Languages of Moscow State University hosted the 10th conference “Russia and West: Dialogue of Cultures.” The conference worked in the following directions: translation as a culture related problem, Russia and West: problems of perception, problems of intercultural communication, problems of studying national mentality, socio-cultural approach in teaching foreign languages, problems of comparative study of national literatures and other. The discussions at the conference also touched upon issues connected with regional research and international relations, issues of ethics in international business, nature of political discourse, etc. 

***

International Workshop Speech and Computer (SPECOM – 2003)

During October 27-29, 2003 Moscow State Linguistic University hosted International Workshop on Speech and the Computer.  The workshop was supported by the Russian Foundation of Fundamental Research, International Speech Communication Association (ISCA), Interregional Association on Cognitive, Contrastive and Communicative Linguistics. The conference was devoted to modern communications technologies, multimedia dialogue systems, systems for automated speech recognition and electronic translation, computer mediated language instruction, speech discourse analysis, processing and maintaining databases of speech signals, paralinguistics, computer lexicography, intercultural virtual communication, etc.

***

Information. Communication. Society. (ICS-2003)

IV International Research Conference “Information. Communication. Society. (ICS-2003)” was hosted by St. Petersburg State Electrotechnical University, School of Humanities, School of Economics and Management during November 11-12, 2003.  The conference was sponsored by Russian Humanitarian Scholar Foundation. The thematic area of the conference focused on the following: concept and methodology of informational and communication reality; principles of synergetics in the research of social systems and communications; logical aspects of communication; information and communication in history, politics, and law; socio-cultural problems of informational and communication activities; intercultural communication and language functions; information and communication in economy, management, and marketing; quality management and modern society; integrated communication and PR activity; informational technologies and technical means of communication.

PUBLICATIONS

Joint Thematic Publication “Current Issues of Communication Theory”

Department of Political Science of St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University and Coordination Board of the Russian Communication Association is inviting scholars to submit their papers to “Current Issues of Communication Theory” reviewed both by American and Russian experts.  Thematic areas of the “Current Issues of Communication Theory” include: methodological issues of the communication theory; sources and major stages of communication theory development; communicative methods of research; sociology and psychology of mass communication; political communication; corporate and business communication; communication technologies in informational society; developing curriculum and teaching communication. 

Deadline for submission is March 15, 2004
Requirements for papers to be published:

· Structure of the article (recommended):

1. Summary (in English and in Russian).

2. Analysis of the current development of the problem or issue raised in the paper.

3. Hypothesis.

4. Theoretical part and methodology.

5. Implementation (practical part).

6. Analysis, evaluation, and discussion of the results.

7. Conclusion with perspectives.

8. References.

· Volume – not more than  40000 characters).

· Information about the author(s):

1. Name.

2. Degree, position, place of work.

3. Contact information (e-mail, mailing address, telephone, fax).

· Materials should be submitted in electronic version at the department of political science or at the electronic mail of the department and Editorial Board of RCA. (See below.)

The paper will be published on the following condition:

· All the articles are reviewed by independent expertise of at least two members of the department and Editorial Board of RCA.

· The articles should be original and never published before.

· The author of the published article will have all the copyright for this article.

· Summary of each article will be placed at the website of the department and RCA. The whole text of the article can be placed at the website at the author’s request.

Department of Political Sciences, St, Petersburg State Polytechnic University

Main Building of St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University, room 206

29, Polytechnicheskaia St.,  St. Petersburg

Tel/fax: (812) 591 6533

http://www.prpro.spb.ru
e-mail: prhuman@mail.spbstu.ru 

Coordination Board 
http://www.russcomm.ru/eng/rca_office/sovet.shtml 

and Editorial Board of Russian Communication Association

http://www.russcomm.ru/eng/rca_office/redsovet.shtml

e-mail: rozina@iubip.ru, shakhov@vspu.ru, tuzlukov@jeo.ru 

***

Scholarly publication of Russian Communication Association “RCA Vestnik”

RCA Coordination Committee is inviting scholars to submit publications in annual bilingual (English and Russian) collection of research papers called “RCA Vestnik.” All the papers submitted are reviewed, summaries of the articles are placed in an electronic version at the RCA website, Library page (http://www.russcomm.ru/eng/rca_biblio/index.shtml).

Priority thematic areas of the publications will be: theory of communication; research methods in communication; mass media communication; political communication; intercultural communication; organizational, professional, corporate, business communication; public relations; small group communication; interpersonal communication; family communication; public health communication; rhetoric, speech communication, public speaking, speech culture; persuasion and argumentation; conflict study; culture anthropology, language and communication in culture context; computer-mediated communication; non-vernal communication; semiotics; history of communication.

Paper selection for the annual publication will be carried out on the basis of group reviewing process from January 1 to October 1 each year.  Review is done by the RCA Editorial Board headed by Dr. Shakhovsky of Volgograd State Pedagogical University (you can see the members of the Editorial Board  presented in the News part of this Newsletter issue. All the manuscripts will be reviewed by Russian and American experts. 

All the experts interested in taking part in the work of the RCA Editorial Board can contact group leaders Viktoria Tuzlukova (e-mail: tuzlukov@jeo.ru ) and Kate Ksobiech (e-mail: kksobiec@mcw.edu ).

GRANT OPPORTUTIES

National Council for Eurasian and East European Research (NCEEER)

National Council for Eurasian and East European Research, based in Washington, DC, offers a number of grant opportunities for both American and Russian scholars in various fields.  Some of the programs for American scholars funded by NCEEER are: National Research Competition, Policy Research Fellowship, Ed Hewett Fellowship, Short-Term Travel Grants, NEH Collaborative Humanities Research Fellowship. 

NCEEER was created in 1978 to develop and sustain long-term, high quality programs of post-doctoral research about the social, political, economic and historical development of Russia, Eurasia, and Eastern Europe.  Among national research organizations, NCEEER is the largest provider of resources to U.S. scholars for postdoctoral research in these fields.  Its support for research on the region has produced direct benefits for U.S. policymakers, the academic community, nonprofit organizations and American business.  The projects it has funded have helped people from all of these fields gain a better understanding of current developments and future prospects in the post-communist countries of Europe and Eurasia.  NCEEER has also been involved in bringing to the attention of Congress and the executive branch the national interest served by the exchange of ideas among professionals in academia and government.

NCEEER is now building on this track record by forming institutional partnerships that can serve the needs of both American scholars and their counterparts from Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union.  Thanks to agreements with several different organizations, NCEEER can now offer American scholars access to field offices in almost every country of Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union.  NCEEER has also signed agreements with universities and research institutes in these countries, in order to facilitate field research by American scholars and encourage collaboration between Americans and colleagues from the region on research projects.  NCEEER's staff and Board of Directors are committed to doing all that they can to ensure that, notwithstanding the rapid changes taking place in this region, American scholars will continue to be able to generate the knowledge and ideas that can be the basis of a well-informed U.S. policy toward Eurasia and Eastern Europe.

NCEEER is committed to making the results of the research that it supports accessible to both the U.S. government and the general public.  NCEEER publishes a series of working papers, which are distributed to government agencies and which are now available to individuals, upon request.  These papers are also collected in NCEEER's Toumanoff Library, which is open to the public.  NCEEER also publishes a newsletter three times a year. 

NCEEER has recently established the Edward L. Keenan NCEEER Endowment.  The income generated by the Endowment will help NCEEER to maintain its support for high-quality scholarship in the context of rapidly changing conditions.

Further information about NCEEER programs as well as application forms could be accessed at www.nceeer.org .
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