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Newsletter 15 (APRIL 2004)
RCA NEWS

The RCA Coordination Committee  welcomes a new member – Mira Borisovna Bergelson, Moscow State University. (http://www.ffl.msu.ru/people/mbergelson)

Also, Elena Nikolaevna Osipova now leads RCA public affairs activities. Elena Nikolaevna is a graduate student of the School of Social Coomunication and Technology at the Russian Humanitarian University in Moscow (http://www.russcomm.ru/rca_office/members/osipova.shtml)

In addition, Elena Vladimirovna Khatskevich is now a coordinator for the RCA Newsletter. Ms. Khatskevich works for Healthy Russia project at the Center for Communication Programs/Johns Hopkins University in Moscow. 
New volunteers have joined the group of translators: graduate students from Volgograd – Pavel Timachev, Elena Petrenko and Yulia Popova; Ekaterina Buhaeva, a graduate student of Atlantic University, Florida, USA.  

Professor Natalia Avseenko, School of Cross-Cultural Communication at Moscow State University, involved her students in translating RCA materials.   


RCA collaboration with NCA
The NCA Hope Institute for Faculty Development, Luther College in Decorah, Iowa has initiated a new activity to strengthen Russian Communication Association: beginning with this year the Hope Institute will invite one RCA member to its summer workshops (the Institute will sponsor boarding expenses and participation fee, the Russian invitee will only have to cover travel expenses). The five day seminar program will address  current communication issues by leading scholars and individual participants will select  two out of five of the offered communication topics. More detailed information on the history and program offered by the NCA Hope Institute for Faculty Development can be accessed at http://ncahope.luther.edu 

Joseph Dailey, one of the Institute co-directors and a participant at  the upcoming RCA conference in Rostov this May will make a report on the NCA Hope Institute and perspectives for its collaboration with RCA at the conference. This year the RCA Coordination Committee selected Irina Rozina to be a participant of the NCA Hope Institute summer seminar. Irina Nikolaevna Rozina, RCA Vice-President, has greatly contributed to developing the RCA and building its strategy. Olga Ivanovna Matyash, RCA President, received an individual invitation to participate in the summer seminar.   

The RCA leadership views collaboration with the NCA Hope Institute to be a unique opportunity for Russian scholars to get to know current trends in the development of the communication studies in the West as well as establish new professional relationships with colleagues from the US. The RCA leadership will work on developing criteria for selecting participants for NCA Hope Institute Summer seminars in the future.   

O. I. Matyash
***

RCA Web Site in the Internet

Since January 1, 2004, the RCA web site has registered 8,358 visitors. The number of pages opened has increased by 40% from February to March, which totals about 30 thousand during three months. So, on the average each visitor looks at about 3.8 pages.

The web site visitors are from a variety of locations – Russians (65%), USA (8%), Ukraine (6%). Among Russian cities the most active are Moscow (15%), St. Petersburg (12%), Stavropol (4%), Rostov-on-Don (3%), Volgograd (3%).  
We tracked pages that visitors opened on the site,  up to 40 pages. The LIBRARY continues to be the most popular part of the site. 

This information was prepared by Marina Raskladkina, editor of the RCA Web Site. 

***

RCA Announcements
1. The RCA completed selection of applicants for NCA 2004 Convention which will take place in November 2004 in Chicago. Currently all the submitted works undergo blind review. 

2. Concurrently with  the conference in Rostov-on-Don RCA will issue three publications – RCA Vestnik “Theory and Practice of Communication” (materials in two languages presented at RCA summer school, NCA convention, and some other materials), RCA 2004 Conference materials, and joint publication of St. Petersburg state Polytechnical University and RCA “Current Issues of Communication Theory.” Most of the material has gone through a peer reviewing process of Russian and American experts and the RCA Editorial Board. We hope that the peer reviewing process will provide for a better quality of the materials published by the RCA.
3. The Russian Communication Association has started developing a  Russian glossary of communication terms. We are planning to create a glossary which would reflect current trends in communication. So far we have just a small list of terms in English translated into Russian. Ideally we would like to have a real glossary with Russian and English equivalents of communication terms and definitions of these terms. This is a long way from what we have got right now, so we need a lot of assistance and contribution from our colleagues both Russian and American. If you have any ideas, advice or know of any good glossaries which we could use, please let us know. Anybody who contributes to the glossary development will be recognized as one of its numerous authors! 

Please let us know if you want to contribute to the development of the first Russian glossary of communication terms and contact Elena Khatskevich at rcakhatskevich@yahoo.com with questions, ideas, suggestions!

4.  We still need translators and editors of English and Russian materials. If you can help the group of translators or have any ideas on how to assist the Association with translations, please contact Elena Khatskevich, translator coordinator at  rcakhatskevich@yahoo.com 

OUR THANKS TO

- The group of translators for translating Barnett Pearce’s book chapter Coordinated Management of Meaning. The following people contributed to this work: graduate students from Volgograd – Pavel Timachev, Elena Petrenko, Yulia Popova; Mira Borisovna Bergelson, professor from Moscow State University. Olga Ivanovna Matyash, RCA president, did the final editing of the translation. We are grateful to Barnett Pearce for his clarifications on the theory and his enthusiasm and commitment to bring the article to Russian readers. The article in Russian will be published in the next RCA Vestnik.  
- Nadezhda Vasilievna Kazarinova, professor from St.Petersburg State, and Pavel Timachev have made a very good quality translation of another article by Barnett Pearce “Introduction to CMM Theory.” The article will also be published and included in the work of the conference in Rostov.

We greatly appreciate everybody who was involved in doing translations and congratulate translators from Volgograd on their first RCA translation experience. 
- Kate Ksobiech, Medical College of Wisconsin (US peer review coordinator), for her work in facilitating first group review of the RCA Vestnik materials. 

- Marina Raskladkina for systematic analysis of RCA web page and her work toward improving the  RCA’s representation in the Internet. 

- Frank E. X. Dance, University of Denver, for his active collaboration with the RCA on a number of issues – participation in the peer review, presenting articles to RCA publications and contributing more than  200 personal books on communication to the RCA library. 

- Steven Beebe, Texas State University / San Marcos, Head of the International RCA Committee, for his generous financial support of the RCA Conference – 2004.  

***

NEW RCA MEMBERS
The number of RCA members is constantly increasing. Our newsletter will publish the names of new members joining the  RCA.  

We are happy to welcome new members of the Russian Communication Association: Anna Edgarovna Afanasjeva, Dmitry Anatolievich Laman, Igor Grigorievich Rodchenko, Svetlana Vladimirovna Pervukhina, Anna Valentinovna Poselenova and Olga Vyacheslavovna Sergeeva. We wish the new members of the Association all  success and hope for  collaboration in the future. 
***

CONFERENCES
We are in the process of preparing for the Second International RCA Conference “Conceptual and Applied Aspects” (May 24-28, 2004, Rostov-on-Don). You can access more details on the conference at http://www.russcomm.ru/rca_projects/rca-konf-2004/index.shtml (in Russian)
For more information please contact:

Irina Nikolaevna Rozina, Coordination Board: rozina@iubip.ru

Viktoria Gerashenko, hotel booking: gera@iubip.ru.

Natalia Katantseva, coordinator for working with international participants: katan@iubip.ru
***

More detailed information on the conferences below can be accessed at the RCA web site at http://russcomm.ru/rca_calend/index.shtml

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE “INFORMATIONAL AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES IN TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES.” The conference will be conducted in Moscow by the School of Foreign Languages at Moscow State University on June 9-10, 2004. Contact e-mail: conf@ffl.msu.ru; telephone: (095) 939 5115. 

THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE “HUMNA BEING IN MODERN PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS.” The conference will be held in Volgograd during September 14-17, 2004 by the Volgograd State University, Institute of Man of the Russian Academe of Science and Russian Philosophical Society. Contact e-mail: cheslav@interdacom.ru; telephone: (8442) 40 5523 

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE “PROBLEMS OF PEDAGOGICAL HIGHER EDUCATION IN MODERN SOCIO-CULTURAL CONDITIONS.” The Conference will be held in the city of Ussuryisk by Ussuryisk State Pedagogical Institute on September 28-29, 2004. Contact e-mail: nlkor@mail.ru ; oxana703@mail.ru; telephone: (4234) 32 42 73; (4234) 32 19 63. 

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE “INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION: OVERALL RESULTS AND PERSPECTIVES.” The Conference is organized by Moscow State University on November 22-24, 2004. Contact e-mail: info.cie@cie.ru ; web site: http://www.cie.ru 

***
PUBLICATIONS

PUBLICATION “VESTNIK OF THE RUSSIAN COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION” 

The RCA Coordination Committee announces a call for proposals for publications to the annual bilingual (Russian and English) publication “RCA Vestnik.” All the materials are peer reviewed and the publication is summarized and placed on the RCA web site. 

Priority directions for the publications are: Communication Theory, Communication research Methods, Mass Media Communication, Political Communication, Cross-Cultural Communication, Organizational, Professional, Corporate, Business Communication, Public Relations, Small Group Communication, Interpersonal Communication, Family Communication, Public Health Communication, Rhetoric,  Speech Communication, Public Speaking, Persuasion and Argumentation, Cultural Anthropology, Language and Communication in the Context of Culture, Computer-Mediated Communication, Computer Linguistics, Instructional Communication, Non-Verbal Communication, Semiotics, History of Communication.  
Selection of materials for the annual RCA Vestnik will be done on the basis of peer review during January 1 to October 1 each year.  Peer review is done by the Editorial Board of RCA. The materials will be reviewed by Russians and/or American experts. 
We would like to welcome all interested experts and reviewers to participate in the work of the RCA Editorial Board; Please contact peer review group leaders Nadezhda Leonidovna Greidina (email: greidina@yahoo.com) and Kate Ksobiech (email: kksobiec@mcw.edu)

***

IFORMATION ON GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

IREX (the International Research & Exchanges Board) is an international nonprofit organization specializing in education, independent media, Internet development, and civil society programs. Through training, partnerships, education, research, and grant programs, IREX develops the capacity of individuals and institutions to contribute to their societies. Since its founding in 1968, IREX has supported over 15,000 students, scholars, policymakers, business leaders, journalists, and other professionals.

IREX addresses the needs of US researchers throughout their careers by providing opportunities for master's, predoctoral, postdoctoral, and senior scholars. Some programs sponsor research in humanities in the countries of the former USSR. Such are: 

The Individual Advanced Research Opportunities Program (IARO) provides fellowships to predoctoral and postdoctoral scholars from the United States for individual long-term research in Europe and Eurasia. Limited funding is available for cross-regional research in Turkey, Mongolia, and Iran for postdoctoral humanities scholars. 

The Short-Term Travel Grants program provides fellowships for up to eight weeks to US postdoctoral scholars and holders of other professional terminal graduate degrees for independent or collaborative research projects in Europe and Eurasia. Grants must not require administrative assistance or logistical support. Fellowships in Policy Research and Development are available to applicants who demonstrate how their research will make a substantive contribution to knowledge of the contemporary political, economic, historical, or cultural developments in the region and how such knowledge is relevant to US foreign policy. 

Starr Collaborative Research Program. In an effort to promote regional understanding and cooperation, this program provides funding to research projects focusing on issues of practical relevance and current interest to the academic, corporate, and policy-making communities on media and the Internet, within the countries of Eurasia, the Near East and Asia. This region is defined to include: Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, China, Georgia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. The collaborative research program is made possible by support from The Starr Foundation.
Detailed information on the IREX grants and scholarships is available at www.irex.org 
Final English editing: Daniel Buskey and Olga Matyash
Elena Khatskevich, Newsletter Coordinator, rcakhatskevich@yahoo.com 

Olga Matyash contributed to developing and editing the Newsletter. 

